
Commander of the Iranian Army’s 
Naval Force Admiral Shahram Irani: 
“The two naval task groups, 103 and 
104, belonging to the Iranian navy, 
are on an overseas mission and are 
currently en route to South Africa.”

Iran’s Tasnim News Agency: Aqil 
Keshavarz was executed on charges 
of spying for the Zionist entity.

Former Commander of the IRGC 
Naval Forces Brigadier General 
Hossein Alaei: “The intelligence 
structure of the Islamic Republic does 
not possess the required efficiency 
to confront Israel.”

Commander of the Khatam al-Anbiya 
Construction Headquarters 
Brigadier General Abdolreza Abed: 
“We withdrew from the project to build 
the subway system in Venezuela.”

Security and Military:

Iran in a WeekIran in a WeekIran in a Week

EditorialsNews

December 18-24, 2025

Politics:

Setar-e Sobh 

Newspaper

In a Security Council address, Iran’s 
ambassador to the UN Amir Saeed 
Iravani delivered a speech that outwardly 
defended Resolution 2231 but adopted 
a confrontational tone that weakens its 
international persuasiveness. Rather 
than signaling a willingness to reopen 
negotiations, the speech framed a 
closed political and legal narrative, 
emphasizing the resolution’s expiration 

and questioning the council’s authority 
on Iran’s nuclear program. Iravani relied 
on a literal reading of 2231, ignoring 
broader diplomatic realities, including 
institutional continuity, longstanding 
security concerns and non-proliferation 
obligations. The address sharply criticized 
the West, the European troika and the 
Security Council, calling the debate a 
“deliberate distortion” and a “serious 

misuse,” while blaming the United 
States entirely for the crisis. Although 
Iran’s commitment to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(NPT) and guarantees were noted, the 
accusatory language overshadowed 
conciliation, turning the speech into a 
political statement rather than an e�ort 
at crisis management.
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A Warning, a Threat or
Incitement?
Hossein Marashi’s warning about 
an economic and food crisis reflects 
a longstanding reality. Shrinking 
food baskets and rising hunger 
make talk of unrest both a warning 
and incitement.
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The Missing Link in Diplomacy
Iran faces chronic inflation, capital 
flight and discounted oil sales. 
Yet diplomacy — normally an 
economic shield — remains weak, 
costly and detached from economic 
priorities.
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Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian: “During the 12-Day 
War, their missiles were more 
accurate and more powerful 
than ours.”

Former Iranian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif: “An agreement can be 
reached whereby Iran refrains 
from pursuing nuclear weapons, 
provided that the United States 
avoids war.”

Spokesperson for the Atomic 
Energy Organization of Iran 
Behrouz Kamalvandi: “The 
easiest thing we could do is 
build a nuclear bomb.”

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi: “We are more prepared 
than ever for any potential attack 
by Israel.”

The Silent Collapse of Society
Contrary to official narratives, 
society’s core demand is not 
higher subsidies or short-term 
promises, but justice, dignity, 
transparency and a predictable 
future. Widespread depression, 
anxiety, loss of motivation, youth 
emigration and the erosion of 
social capital signal an exhausted 
society entering silent withdrawal, 
where people disengage rather 
than protest. 
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The Possibility of Escalating 
Regional Tensions
Escalating media rhetoric, Zionist 
threats and US political pressure 
suggest a serious risk of regional 
escalation. Any major action 
against Hezbollah could widen 
the conflict and draw Iran into its 
consequences.

2

Siasat-e Rooz

Sweden’s Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Maria 
Malmer Stenergard: “The 
Iranian ambassador has been 
summoned following reports 
of death verdict against a 
Swedish citizen in Iran.”

International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) 
Director General Rafael 
Grossi: “The vast 
majority of Iran’s 
stockpile of highly 
enriched uranium 
remains inside Iran.”

Norwegian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs: Reports of 
the arrest of a 
Norwegian-Iranian citizen 
in Iran have been 
confirmed.

Director General of the 
Office for Improving 
Community Nutrition at 
the Ministry of Health 
Ahmad Esmailzadeh: 
“Rising food prices pose a 
threat to citizens’ food 
security.”

Inspector at Iran’s 
Supreme Council of Islamic 
Labor Councils, Habib 
Sadeghzadeh Tabrizi: “One 
gram of gold is equivalent 
to an entire month’s 
minimum wage for a 
worker.”

Advisor to the Minister 
of Agriculture 
Mohammad Salami: “We 
are facing a shortage of 
foreign currency needed 
to import essential 
commodities.”

A report by the Iranian 
newspaper Donya-ye 
Eqtesad: Nearly one-third of 
Iran’s wealth is held by just 
1% of society.

Iranian Parliament Speaker 
Mohammad Bagher 
Ghalibaf: “There is no city in 
Iran that does not suffer 
from a water crisis.”

Hrana Human Rights 
Network: In November, 
338 executions were 
carried out, 21 death 
sentences were issued, 
and six death sentences 
were upheld in Iran.


