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Landlocked Ethiopia and the Strategic
Implications of Attempting to Reach Open Water

Abstract:

Ethiopia seized an opportunity amidst ongoing developments by striking a
bilateral memorandum of understanding with authorities in the Somaliland
region on January 1, 2024. This agreement grants Ethiopia access to the port of
Berbera, situated on the southern coast of the Gulf of Aden at the entrance to the
Red Sea. In return, Somaliland’s governing bodies received stakes in Ethiopian
Airlines, alongside an official recognition of the region’s independence from
Somalia and acknowledgment as a sovereign state. This agreement has stirred
considerable debate and raised questions about its implications and strategic
impact on the Horn of Africaregion. This study aims to explore the effects of this
understanding on Ethiopia7s regional standing, as well as the interests of other
influential powers in the area.

Key words:
Ethiopia,landlocked country, Somaliland, Somalia, the Red Sea, Horn of Africa,
Berberaport.
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