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The Green Saudi: The Rise of a Renewable
Energy Superpower

Abstract:

This paper explores Saudi Arabia’s ambitions and efforts to secure its position in
the new global energy paradigm. It analyzes key features of its post-oil strategy
including hydrogen, minerals extraction and processing, and solar as mechanisms
to fortify and enhance its geopolitical influence. The global landscape is changing
rapidly, with geopolitical forces influencing economic decision-making. Supply
chains are being reorganized for security rather than purely for efficiency. While
economic optimization remains a goal, political security is taking precedence. This
shift has significant financial, political and economic consequences. The global
move towards renewable energy will require significant resources, particularly
metals likelithium, cobalt, and nickel. Studies predict dramatic demand increases,
ranging from sevenfold to 51-fold by 2040 compared to 2020. Saudi Arabia isactively
positioning itself as a leader in the global renewable energy supply chain. Saudi
energy endeavors coincide with a critical juncture for the global economy, marked by
geopolitical tensions, energy transitions, and technological advancements. Vision
2030 serves as the blueprint for Saudi Arabia’s clean energy initiatives, setting
ambitious targets and fostering a supportive environment for investment and
innovation. Success in this transition is crucial for achieving the economic and
geopolitical goals outlined in Vision 2030, propelling Saudi Arabia into a new era as
a leader in clean energy and a more influential player on the world stage.

Key words: Saudi Arabia. renewable energy, green hydrogen, diversification of
energy, transition minerals, the Middle East, the post-oil era
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