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Philosophy and Politics in Contemporary Iran

Abstract:

The subject of the study revolves around philosophy and politics in contemporary
Iran. The study seeks to look at the impact of philosophy on politics and how the
ruling religious elites theorized philosophically about the form of government
and state administration in an attempt to entrench their rule with ideas and
philosophies that are no less important than armies and institutions. The
primary goal of the study is to perceive things as they are, and understand the
nature of the contemporary Iranian state, understand and review the strengths
and weaknesses of theorization. The study seeks to answer a number of questions
related to the role of philosophical lessons in political theorization, and their
consequences. Finally, the study looks at the philosophy of the reformists who
are opposed to the philosophy of those who are loyal to Wilayat al-Faqih.

Key words: Philosophy, Iran, Mulla Sadra, Tabatabai, Khomeini, Shariati,
Soroush, transcendent theosophy (al-hikmat al-muta aliyah), Ghazali
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