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The Impact of the Saudi Development
Model on the Iranian Home Front

Abstract:

This research paper explores the perspectives of Irans social and intellectu—
al elites regarding significant developmental, social, economic, political and
diplomatic shifts within the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It examines how these
elites engage with and comment on such transformations via online platforms,
including websites and social media platforms. The paper also investigates both
the implicit and explicit comparisons drawn by Iranians between their coun-
try7s internal circumstances and Saudi domestic developments. The prima-
ry objective is to assess evolving perceptions of Saudi Arabia among Iranians
and their implications. Special attention is given to material published after
the Saudi-Iran rapprochement deal in March 2023. The paper encompasses a
diverse range of content, including public commentary derived from Persian
texts and video footage originating from Iran, as well as the views of the Iranian

intelligentsia through opinion pieces in domestic publications and websites.

Keywords: Saudi Arabia, Iran, Saudi Vision 2030, poverty, unemployment,

social media platforms, economy, Iranian public opinion.
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