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The Impact of the Saudi Development
Model on the Iranian Home Front

Abstract:

This research paper explores the perspectives of Irans social and intellectu—
al elites regarding significant developmental, social, economic, political and
diplomatic shifts within the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It examines how these
elites engage with and comment on such transformations via online platforms,
including websites and social media platforms. The paper also investigates both
the implicit and explicit comparisons drawn by Iranians between their coun-
try7s internal circumstances and Saudi domestic developments. The prima-
ry objective is to assess evolving perceptions of Saudi Arabia among Iranians
and their implications. Special attention is given to material published after
the Saudi-Iran rapprochement deal in March 2023. The paper encompasses a
diverse range of content, including public commentary derived from Persian
texts and video footage originating from Iran, as well as the views of the Iranian

intelligentsia through opinion pieces in domestic publications and websites.

Keywords: Saudi Arabia, Iran, Saudi Vision 2030, poverty, unemployment,

social media platforms, economy, Iranian public opinion.
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The Green Saudi: The Rise of a Renewable
Energy Superpower

Abstract:

This paper explores Saudi Arabia’s ambitions and efforts to secure its position in
the new global energy paradigm. It analyzes key features of its post-oil strategy
including hydrogen, minerals extraction and processing, and solar as mechanisms
to fortify and enhance its geopolitical influence. The global landscape is changing
rapidly, with geopolitical forces influencing economic decision-making. Supply
chains are being reorganized for security rather than purely for efficiency. While
economic optimization remains a goal, political security is taking precedence. This
shift has significant financial, political and economic consequences. The global
move towards renewable energy will require significant resources, particularly
metals likelithium, cobalt, and nickel. Studies predict dramatic demand increases,
ranging from sevenfold to 51-fold by 2040 compared to 2020. Saudi Arabia isactively
positioning itself as a leader in the global renewable energy supply chain. Saudi
energy endeavors coincide with a critical juncture for the global economy, marked by
geopolitical tensions, energy transitions, and technological advancements. Vision
2030 serves as the blueprint for Saudi Arabia’s clean energy initiatives, setting
ambitious targets and fostering a supportive environment for investment and
innovation. Success in this transition is crucial for achieving the economic and
geopolitical goals outlined in Vision 2030, propelling Saudi Arabia into a new era as
a leader in clean energy and a more influential player on the world stage.

Key words: Saudi Arabia. renewable energy, green hydrogen, diversification of
energy, transition minerals, the Middle East, the post-oil era
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(1) International PtX Hub, Factsheet on China, the World's Largest Hydrogen Producer and Consumer, accessed: Apil 22, 2024,
https://2h.ae/ukbG
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(3) Research and Markets, Global Blue Hydrogen Market by Technology, Global Market Insights Inc, (Dec. 2023), accessed: April
22, 2024, https://2h.ae/HLrr

(4) Auto Finance News, Honda to Sell Plug-in Hydrogen Vehicle in North America, Japan, (Feb. 28, 2024), accessed: April 22,
2024, https://2h.ae/XAJz
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(1) Economist Intelligence, Saudi Arabia Launches World's Largest Solar-Power Plant, (Feb. 17, 2023), accessed: April 22, 2024,
https://www.eiu.com/n/about/

(2) JMK Research and Analytics Pvt, India Unable to Compete With Record Low Solar Tariffs in Gulf Region, accessed: April 22,
2024, https://2h.ae/pMvm
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(1) The Economist, Saudi Arabia has an Unlikely Solar Star, (Jan. 04, 2024), accessed: April 22, 2024, https://2h.ae/BNtF
(2) Depending on the Technology and the Scale of the Solar Power Installation.

(3) YCC TEAM, Solar Panel Prices are Dropping without Sacrificing Quality, Yale Climate Connections Research, (Oct. 18, 2023),
accessed: April 22, 2024, https://2h.ae/BrSG

(4) Regan Slaymaker, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Solar Market Report, Solar & Storage Xtra, (March 06, 2024), accessed: April
22,2024, https://2h.ae/ZiWe
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Iran and the Role of Factional Groups in Operation
Al-Aqgsa Flood: Tools and Policy Outcomes

Abstract:

Operation Al-Agsa Flood was not a spur-of-the-moment action by Hamas;
it was meticulously planned with strategic support. This operation marked a
significant shift in the conflict between Hamas and Israel. Discussions on the
Palestinian issue now revolve around the pre and post-Al-Agsa Flood phases.
Examining Hamas prior preparations and connections sheds light on Irans
role. Tehran strategically leveraged the operation, using its influence in Iraq,
Syria, Yemen and Lebanon. Iran's aim was to assert dominance in the region by
orchestrating low-intensity escalations against the United States and Israel. This
sent a clear message: Iran wields significant influence through its proxies, which
it can activate or deactivate in alignment with its regional goals.

Key Words:
Iran, Al-Agsa Flood, Gaza war, Iranian militias, Hamas, Israel, the United
States, Hezbollah, the Houthis.
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Latin America: A New Market for Iran’s Drone

Abstract:

Iranian drones are seeing action in various conflicts, including Ukraine, and are
utilized in proxy confrontations with adversarieslike the United Statesand Israel
in the Middle East. This presents Iran with an opportunity to capitalize on its
advancements in drone technology, potentially increasing sales, particularly as
restrictions on Iranian arms sales are lifted. Latin American nations, especially
those with leftist governments and ties to Iran, have shown interest in acquiring
these drones, sparking inquiries addressed by this study. The study aims to
provide insights into the significance of Iranian drones in the global market,
the rising demand from certain Latin American countries, and the mutual
benefits derived from cooperation in this domain. Additionally, it delvesinto the
repercussions forIran and theinvolved nations resulting from such cooperation.

Key Words: Iran, Latin America, Iranian drones, military alliance, Venezuela,
Cuba, Bolivia, Brazil
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(1) Iran primer, Roster of Iran’s Drones, (02-02-2024), accessed March 22, 2024, https://2h.ae/fYUc
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Philosophy and Politics in Contemporary Iran

Abstract:

The subject of the study revolves around philosophy and politics in contemporary
Iran. The study seeks to look at the impact of philosophy on politics and how the
ruling religious elites theorized philosophically about the form of government
and state administration in an attempt to entrench their rule with ideas and
philosophies that are no less important than armies and institutions. The
primary goal of the study is to perceive things as they are, and understand the
nature of the contemporary Iranian state, understand and review the strengths
and weaknesses of theorization. The study seeks to answer a number of questions
related to the role of philosophical lessons in political theorization, and their
consequences. Finally, the study looks at the philosophy of the reformists who
are opposed to the philosophy of those who are loyal to Wilayat al-Faqih.

Key words: Philosophy, Iran, Mulla Sadra, Tabatabai, Khomeini, Shariati,
Soroush, transcendent theosophy (al-hikmat al-muta aliyah), Ghazali
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Landlocked Ethiopia and the Strategic
Implications of Attempting to Reach Open Water

Abstract:

Ethiopia seized an opportunity amidst ongoing developments by striking a
bilateral memorandum of understanding with authorities in the Somaliland
region on January 1, 2024. This agreement grants Ethiopia access to the port of
Berbera, situated on the southern coast of the Gulf of Aden at the entrance to the
Red Sea. In return, Somaliland’s governing bodies received stakes in Ethiopian
Airlines, alongside an official recognition of the region’s independence from
Somalia and acknowledgment as a sovereign state. This agreement has stirred
considerable debate and raised questions about its implications and strategic
impact on the Horn of Africaregion. This study aims to explore the effects of this
understanding on Ethiopia’s regional standing, as well as the interests of other
influential powers in the area.

Key words:
Ethiopia,landlocked country, Somaliland, Somalia, the Red Sea, Horn of Africa,
Berberaport.
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