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Abstract

This research article investigates the relationship between the Houthis and
Iran within the framework of the sponsor-proxy academic debate using the
Houthis Red Sea campaign as a case study. The primary goal of the article
is to highlight how the Houthis have cultivated deeper, more sophisticated
security engagements with Iran while preserving significant agency over its
command-and-control structures, internal decision-making processes, and
agenda-setting of strategic priorities. It starts by examining Iran’s military
doctrine, focusing on the role that deterrence, forward defense, and the " Axis
of Resistance play in informing the Iranian republic’s strategic thinking and
shaping its policy options. It focuses on analyzing the origins of the Houthis as a
nascent maritime force regionally, specifically singling out Iran’s multifaceted
role in consolidating Houthi force projection capabilities at sea. It then delves
into the study of the Houthi attacks in the Red Sea, mapping the strategic
considerations and tactical means underpinning the Houthis’ campaign against

international commercial shipping.

Keywords: Houthis, Iran, Red Sea, Proxy Warfare, Asymmetric Maritime Warfare.
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