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Abstract

Thisresearch article aims to explore Iran’s strategyin the Mediterranean, driven
by various factors that have prompted itsresurgence in theregion after centuries
ofabsenceandaprimaryfocusonits “nearabroad.” Thisshiftis expected to have
significant implications forregional dynamics and power balances. It
identifies key elements of Iran's maritime strategy, assessing its alignment
with Tehran's objectives, the nature of Iran s role in the Mediterranean, and the
connection of Iranian activities to the broader regional context. Ultimately, the
article concludes that Iran s Mediterranean engagement is fundamentally about
safeguarding itsinterests, bolstering its regional standing, and maintaining ties
with strategic allies. However, at this time, Iranian actions in the Mediterranean
do not constitute a top priority within its regional strategy, nor does Iran have
a long-term Mediterranean plan. It is likely thatIran willopt for indirect
involvement in the near future. Furthermore, the intricate regional landscape
and existing powerdynamics could complicate Iran 's ambitions fora greaterrole

in the Mediterranean, potentially affecting regional stability.

Keywords: Iran, maritime strategy, Mediterranean security, asymmetrical
naval warfare, US navy.
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