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Abstract

This research article primarily investigates the potential repercussions of a
prospective US military withdrawal from Iraq on both the future of the Iragi state
and its regional relationships, as well as on America's international standing.
This analysis is crucial, especially considering the timing when non-state
actors are gaining influence in Iraq, coupled with ongoing internal and external
instability. The research also evaluates how the withdrawal may conflict with the
interests of both Iraq and the United States in light of prevailing issues within
Iraq and the broader Middle East. The findings indicate that such a withdrawal
could drag Iraq back into a precarious state across multiple dimensions, while
also risking historical parallels with the US experiences in Saigon and Kabul. In
theeventofwithdrawal, Iraq, alongsideits Sunniand Kurdish factions, aswellas
US interests and allies in the region, would face significant setbacks, while Iran
and its affiliated militias would emerge as beneficiaries. In conclusion, it
suggests that the prospect of a US withdrawal remains uncertain, with ongoing
negotiations largely viewed as a strategy to buy time for both Washington and
Baghdad. Both parties recognize the potential consequences of a withdrawal on
the United States’ global stature, and Washingtonis likely hesitant to repeat
the events of Kabul and Saigon, which could undermine its position in the
international power hierarchy. Thus, a new US withdrawal could considerably
diminish its influence in ongoing global power contests against revisionist
forces.

Keywords: military withdrawal, great powers, interests, strategic regions,
strategic vacuum, strategic fill, non-state actors.
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