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Abstract

In the early years of the 21st century, it appeared that Russia had abandoned
the traditional support once offered by the Soviet Union to its Palestinian,
Lebanese, Syrian, and Yemeni allies. During the terms of Yeltsin and, to some
extent, Putin, Russia s path in the Middle East seemed to favor Israel. However,
it now appears that Russia is again supporting Israel’s foes. A turning point
occurred in 2007 at the Munich Security Conference when Putin explicitly
declared for the first time that Russia was not prepared to content itself with a
marginal role or even regional superpower status. Undoubtedly, the events of
October 2023 ,7, and the subsequent regional ramifications have opened the
door to many questions about the nature of Russia s role in the region and how
Moscow has worked to leverage these events to its advantage. For Putin, this
was a timely opportunity to assert once more that the long—term US strategy in
the region had failed. These developments have also sparked debate about the
viability of alternative logistical routes for Moscow, the maintenance of high
oil prices, and the potential to use this front to harm its Western adversaries,
who have crossed many of Moscow s red lines on the Ukrainian front. This article
seeks to explore the nature of the relationship between the Houthis and Moscow
and how the Kremlin might capitalize on the situation in the Red Sea within the

context of its geopolitical battle with the West on the Ukrainian front.

Keywords: Russia, Houthis, Yemen, United States, Red Sea, Bab al-Mandab.
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