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Abstract

Traditional and modern media have become effective mechanisms for
shaping public consciousness, and some regimes utilize these mechanisms
to impose their narratives and dismantle any opposing discourse. The
Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) is one of the primary entities that
has succeeded in exploiting media in all its traditional and modern forms,
limiting its effectiveness as a space for social and political interaction — not
only through censorship but also by controlling and shaping public belief.
How has the IRGC managed to dominate this media space, and what are its
strategiesandtacticsinthisdomain? Howhasit succeededinchanging reality
through this strategy, thereby achieving social control and regulation?
This study answers these questions by providing an applicable conceptual
approach to the subject, identifying the types of strategies pursued by the
IRGC and their content, as well as the results and impacts of these strategies.

Keywords: Iran, IRGC, media strategy, social media, media militarization,

consciousness management.
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Abstract

This research article investigates the relationship between the Houthis and
Iran within the framework of the sponsor-proxy academic debate using the
Houthis Red Sea campaign as a case study. The primary goal of the article
is to highlight how the Houthis have cultivated deeper, more sophisticated
security engagements with Iran while preserving significant agency over its
command-and-control structures, internal decision-making processes, and
agenda-setting of strategic priorities. It starts by examining Iran’s military
doctrine, focusing on the role that deterrence, forward defense, and the " Axis
of Resistance play in informing the Iranian republic’s strategic thinking and
shaping its policy options. It focuses on analyzing the origins of the Houthis as a
nascent maritime force regionally, specifically singling out Iran’s multifaceted
role in consolidating Houthi force projection capabilities at sea. It then delves
into the study of the Houthi attacks in the Red Sea, mapping the strategic
considerations and tactical means underpinning the Houthis’ campaign against

international commercial shipping.

Keywords: Houthis, Iran, Red Sea, Proxy Warfare, Asymmetric Maritime Warfare.
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Abstract

Thisresearch article aims to explore Iran’s strategyin the Mediterranean, driven
by various factors that have prompted itsresurgence in theregion after centuries
ofabsenceandaprimaryfocusonits “nearabroad.” Thisshiftis expected to have
significant implications forregional dynamics and power balances. It
identifies key elements of Iran's maritime strategy, assessing its alignment
with Tehran's objectives, the nature of Iran s role in the Mediterranean, and the
connection of Iranian activities to the broader regional context. Ultimately, the
article concludes that Iran s Mediterranean engagement is fundamentally about
safeguarding itsinterests, bolstering its regional standing, and maintaining ties
with strategic allies. However, at this time, Iranian actions in the Mediterranean
do not constitute a top priority within its regional strategy, nor does Iran have
a long-term Mediterranean plan. It is likely thatIran willopt for indirect
involvement in the near future. Furthermore, the intricate regional landscape
and existing powerdynamics could complicate Iran 's ambitions fora greaterrole

in the Mediterranean, potentially affecting regional stability.

Keywords: Iran, maritime strategy, Mediterranean security, asymmetrical
naval warfare, US navy.
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Abstract

This research article analyzes the future of Iran-Russia relations after the
election of 'reformist’ Masoud Pezeshkian as president in July 2024. During
the term of former President Ebrahim Raisi, the relationship between the two
countries grew closer, but Pezeshkian has shown a keen interest in restoring
relations with Western countries, representing a shift in Iran-Russia relations.
This research article examines the impact of the newly elected Iranian President
Pezeshkian on Iran-Russia relations, comparing his policies with those of his
“conservative predecessor, Raisi. It also explores the factors that influence
Pezeshkian s reform agenda with regard to Iranian foreign policy toward Russia
and the constraints he faces in implementing these changes. Finally, it suggests
potential scenarios for Iran-Russia relations under Pezeshkian, taking into

account current internal, regional, and international developments.

Key Words: Russia, Iran, sanctions, the Iranian nuclear program, the war in
Gaza, Hezbollah, the Houthis.
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Abstract

In the early years of the 21st century, it appeared that Russia had abandoned
the traditional support once offered by the Soviet Union to its Palestinian,
Lebanese, Syrian, and Yemeni allies. During the terms of Yeltsin and, to some
extent, Putin, Russia s path in the Middle East seemed to favor Israel. However,
it now appears that Russia is again supporting Israel’s foes. A turning point
occurred in 2007 at the Munich Security Conference when Putin explicitly
declared for the first time that Russia was not prepared to content itself with a
marginal role or even regional superpower status. Undoubtedly, the events of
October 2023 ,7, and the subsequent regional ramifications have opened the
door to many questions about the nature of Russia s role in the region and how
Moscow has worked to leverage these events to its advantage. For Putin, this
was a timely opportunity to assert once more that the long—term US strategy in
the region had failed. These developments have also sparked debate about the
viability of alternative logistical routes for Moscow, the maintenance of high
oil prices, and the potential to use this front to harm its Western adversaries,
who have crossed many of Moscow s red lines on the Ukrainian front. This article
seeks to explore the nature of the relationship between the Houthis and Moscow
and how the Kremlin might capitalize on the situation in the Red Sea within the

context of its geopolitical battle with the West on the Ukrainian front.

Keywords: Russia, Houthis, Yemen, United States, Red Sea, Bab al-Mandab.
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Abstract

This research article explores China's mediation in the conflict between Iran
and Saudi Arabia, examining its transition from the use of soft power to the
adoption of a more geopolitical approach. It investigates the historical context
of Iran-Saudi relations and the significance of the recent diplomatic agreement
brokered by China. The research article analyzes China's mediation strategy, its
effectiveness, and the implications for regional stability and global diplomatic
dynamics. It also delves into the potential success or failure of China's
geopolitical shift and the costs associated with this new diplomatic stance.
The research article employs an analytical descriptive methodology, utilizing
secondary sources to critically examine the impact of China on Middle Eastern

and international relations.

Keywords: China, Iran-Saudi conflict, mediation, geopolitics, regional
stability.
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Abstract

This research article primarily investigates the potential repercussions of a
prospective US military withdrawal from Iraq on both the future of the Iragi state
and its regional relationships, as well as on America's international standing.
This analysis is crucial, especially considering the timing when non-state
actors are gaining influence in Iraq, coupled with ongoing internal and external
instability. The research also evaluates how the withdrawal may conflict with the
interests of both Iraq and the United States in light of prevailing issues within
Iraq and the broader Middle East. The findings indicate that such a withdrawal
could drag Iraq back into a precarious state across multiple dimensions, while
also risking historical parallels with the US experiences in Saigon and Kabul. In
theeventofwithdrawal, Iraq, alongsideits Sunniand Kurdish factions, aswellas
US interests and allies in the region, would face significant setbacks, while Iran
and its affiliated militias would emerge as beneficiaries. In conclusion, it
suggests that the prospect of a US withdrawal remains uncertain, with ongoing
negotiations largely viewed as a strategy to buy time for both Washington and
Baghdad. Both parties recognize the potential consequences of a withdrawal on
the United States’ global stature, and Washingtonis likely hesitant to repeat
the events of Kabul and Saigon, which could undermine its position in the
international power hierarchy. Thus, a new US withdrawal could considerably
diminish its influence in ongoing global power contests against revisionist
forces.

Keywords: military withdrawal, great powers, interests, strategic regions,
strategic vacuum, strategic fill, non-state actors.
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