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Abstract

This research article analyzes the future of Iran-Russia relations after the
election of 'reformist’ Masoud Pezeshkian as president in July 2024. During
the term of former President Ebrahim Raisi, the relationship between the two
countries grew closer, but Pezeshkian has shown a keen interest in restoring
relations with Western countries, representing a shift in Iran-Russia relations.
This research article examines the impact of the newly elected Iranian President
Pezeshkian on Iran-Russia relations, comparing his policies with those of his
“conservative predecessor, Raisi. It also explores the factors that influence
Pezeshkian s reform agenda with regard to Iranian foreign policy toward Russia
and the constraints he faces in implementing these changes. Finally, it suggests
potential scenarios for Iran-Russia relations under Pezeshkian, taking into

account current internal, regional, and international developments.

Key Words: Russia, Iran, sanctions, the Iranian nuclear program, the war in
Gaza, Hezbollah, the Houthis.
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