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Abstract

Militaries possess a strong bias for the latest technologies. Artificial intelligence
(AI) is no exception, and an arms race for defense Al has been ongoing for over a
decade. This has become more pronounced in recent years. The paper offers an
outlook on AI's embrace by nation-states, from top-tier powers to disruptive ones.
It delves into the prospect of humans being taken out of the decision-making loop
and the manner in which defense Al challenges the role of government leaders and
military commanders alike.

Keywords: Al, warfare, defense AI, cyber, security policy, decision-making,

artificial general intelligence (AGI), Gaza war, Russia—Ukraine war.
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Abstract

This study examines the changes in Israeli-Iranian deterrence strategies following the 12—
day war which erupted on June 13, 2025, and their impact on regional security. The region
was already grappling with numerous security challenges following Operation Al-Agsa
Flood on October 7, 2023, which Israel exploited not only to retaliate against Hamas but
also to weaken the Iran—backed " Axis of Resistance. Israel succeeded in demolishing the
Gaza Strip and curbing Hezbollah's capabilities through a truce that temporarily removed
it from the conflict, while the fall of the Assad regime in Syria further bolstered Israel's
dominance. Meanwhile, the Houthis continued their threats against Israel. The Israeli-
Iranian confrontation (June 2025) revealed shifts in deterrence strategies, notably a
transition from covert, indirect methods to overt, direct engagement, with both sides
demonstrating the ability to penetrate each other's territory and implement deterrence
in practice. The study concludes that these shifts in deterrence have inflicted significant
damage onregional security, encouraging states to pursue deterrent weapons to safeguard
their threatened security. Furthermore, these changes have directly threatened Gulf
security, violated Qatar’s national sovereignty and endangered maritime corridors and
global energy security.

Keywords: Israel-Iran war, deterrence, regional security, strategic hedging.
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Abstract

This research paper elucidates the interactions and strategic motivations that
prompted both the United States and Iran to engage in nuclear negotiations
mediated by Oman following the return of US President Donald Trump to the White
House in early 2025. The study argues that developments following October 7,
including the decline of Iranian geopolitical influence in the Middle East and the
weakening of its network of allies (the “Axis of Resistance") due to military
confrontations with Israel, were influential factors in the negotiations. It further
contends that there is a reciprocal relationship between this decline in geopolitical
influence and the outbreak of the 12-day war between Israel and Iran, which
impacted the course of the Oman-mediated negotiations and the future of the US-
Iran talks. In other words, there is an assumption that the weakening of the “ Axis of
Resistance influenced negotiations before the 12-day war, just as it contributed to
the war s outbreak, which has redefined and will continue to influence the nuclear
talks between Iran and the United States. The study concludes that future
negotiations under the Trump administration are anticipated but will be contingent
on US conditions; otherwise, Iran faces the prospect of anew military confrontation

amid diminished leverage in terms of its regional and nuclear bargaining chips.

Keywords: Nuclear negotiations, “ Axis of Resistance,” 12-day-war, Middle East,
Iran, US.
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Abstract

This study examines Iran’s strategic options regarding Syria and the broader region
following the fall of the Assad regime in November 2024. The new government has
significantly undermined Iran's influence in Syria, stripping it of a critical regional asset
and a key component of its security doctrine. Analyzing Iran’s options at this juncture is
crucial, given its efforts to reestablish its role and influence in the region after significant
setbackstoitsregional proxiesandallies —amid unprecedented regionaland international
pressure aiming to curb its behavior, which undermined regional security. The study
explores the dimensions of Iran’s declining influence by addressing the contours of Iran’s
clout in Syria prior to Assad’s fall, Iran’s vulnerabilities in this arena, the current
conditions posing challenges to Iran's efforts to restore its presence in Syria and the region

and the strategic options available to Iran to mitigate the impact of this significant decline.

Keywords: Iran, Syria, Assad regime, Iranian influence in Syria, Syrian opposition.
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Abstract

This study analyzes the interplay between the guiding principles of Iranian foreign policy,
as stipulated in the Iranian Constitution and the peremptory norms of public international
law that form the foundation for regulating international relations. Iranian foreign policy
is grounded in a set of ideologically and religiously driven principles, including support for
the oppressed (mustazafin), exporting the revolution, the Guardianship of the Islamic
Jurist (Wilayat al-Faqih) and opposition to global oppressors (mustakbirin). These
principles reflect the philosophy and objectives of the revolution in shaping Iran’s foreign
relations. However, they raise legal challenges when compared to binding international
norms, such as non-intervention in the internal affairs of states, sovereignty, sovereign
equality and the prohibition of the use or threat of force in international relations. Thus,
the study examines the constitutional foundations that define the intellectual and political
framework of Iranian foreign policy and evaluates the extent to which these principles
align with the norms of international law — as enshrined in the United Nations Charter

andrelated international agreements.

Keywords: Iranian foreign policy, international law, sovereignty, non-intervention,
exporting the revolution, support for the oppressed (mustazafin), Guardianship of the

Islamic Jurist (Wilayat al-Faqgih ), prohibition of the use of force.
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Abstract

The Red Sea's marine environment holds vital significance as a critical commercial corri-
dor for global trade, linking the Mediterranean Sea to the Indian Ocean via the Suez Canal,
with its stability directly impacting global economies. It serves as a source of natural re-
sources, such as natural gas and fisheries, and hosts a unique ecosystem with immense
biodiversity, while also being a major global tourism destination. However, the Red Sea's
marine environment faces significant challenges, including pollution from increased
shipping traffic, urban and industrial expansion, climate change impacts, oil pollution
and unsustainable tourism activities. These factors threaten coral reefs, biodiversity and
food supply chains. Despite the existence of relevant international and regional legislation
and policies, their effectiveness remains questionable due to varying state capacities for
compliance and the need for enhanced coordination, monitoring and implementation
mechanisms. This study analyzes the legislative framework for protecting the Red Sea's
marine environment, identifying key challenges to compliance and exploring opportuni-
ties that effective implementation of these frameworks could offer for regional coopera-
tion and achieving sustainable development goals. In doing so, it provides a critical anal-
ysis aimed at formulating practical insights to strengthen the protection and
sustainability of the Red Sea's marine environment for future generations.

Keywords: Red Sea, environmental legislation, environmental, institutional and eco-
nomic threats, organizational and institutional dilemma for the Red Sea s environment.
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Abstract

This paper examines the factors and consequences of declining French influence in the
Sahel region following the military coups in countries such as Chad, Mali and Niger, and
the adoption by new military elites of a policy of disengagement from Paris. The signifi-
cance of this study stems from examining the fundamental shifts affecting France's inte—
rests and historical influence in the region in light of a rising wave of hostility among both
the public and the new military elites toward Paris, as well as regional transformations and
crises impacting the stability of these states, alongside the growing presence of interna-
tional actors seeking to expand their influence as alternatives to France. The study
concludes that internal and external shifts in the Sahel region are the primary drivers of
France's declining influence, with strategic and geopolitical implications for France s role

not only in the Sahel but also on the global arena.

Keywords: Sahel, France, coups, influence, geopolitics, Chad, Mali, Niger.
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